
ICANN Meeting Venues

27-28 June 2017, Johannesburg



1. In Hyderabad the ccNSO Council raised 
concerns regarding the venue for ICANN60 
(Abu Dhabi) with the ICANN Board 

2. The ccNSO Council postponed decision on the 
participation of the ccNSO in ICANN60

3. Need your advice!



Why do we hold meetings in  
different places?



ICANN Bylaws

The mission of the ICANN is to ensure
the stable and secure operation of the
Internet’s unique identifier systems
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ICANN Bylaws

In performing its Mission, ICANN must operate in a 
manner consistent with these Bylaws for the benefit 
of the Internet community as a whole, carrying out 
its activities in conformity with relevant principles of 
international law and international conventions and 
applicable local law, through open and transparent 
processes that enable competition and open entry in 
Internet-related markets. 



ICANN Bylaws

Seeking and supporting broad, informed 
participation reflecting the functional, geographic, 
and cultural diversity of the Internet at all levels of 
policy development and decision-making to ensure 
that the bottom-up, multistakeholder policy 
development process is used to ascertain the global 
public interest and that those processes are 
accountable and transparent.



Guiding Principles

1. Sufficient face-to-face time for policy development

2. Next level of equal footed cross-constituency
interaction

3. Efficient use of community

4. Qualitative participation

5. Design that allows for growth

6. Increase the credibility of ICANN with the broader
global community



ICANN Meeting Strategy

1. Continue 3 meetings annually

2. Continue regional rotation

3. Balance global coverage on a multi-year cycle

4. Evolve the rotation strategy

5. Not restrict rotation to specific locations

6. Continue to allocate adequate time for SO/AC work

7. Evolve the format to afford greater opportunity for
cross-community engagement and outreach



How does ICANN select meeting 
venues?

What is the current process and criteria?
Does the process meet the principles above?



Next Meeting: Abu Dhabi

1. Concerns were raised with the ICANN Board in
Hyderabad

2. The ccNSO Council postponed decision on the
participation of the ccNSO 

3. Need your advice!



Quotes from Advisories
• Travellers and residents alike may be asked to prove their 

marital status when checking in to a hotel room together
• Sex outside of marriage, adultery and homosexual acts 

and relationships are considered illegal in the UAE
• There have been instances where victims of sexual assault 

have been detained after reporting an incident to police 
or seeking medical assistance

• The use of bad language, rude gestures, and public 
displays of affection, and behaviour that disrespects the 
Government, local culture or Islam, may result in 
complaints and charges being laid by the local authorities



Quotes from Advisories
• Sentences for drug trafficking can include the death penalty
• You should not photograph people without their permission, as 

this can lead to arrest and/or fines
• Posting photos and videos to social media, without express 

consent, can be against the law
• Increasingly terrorists look for targets that aren’t well-protected 

places, and where westerners can be found
• U.S. citizens, especially women, should take precautions against 

the possibility of verbal and physical harassment or sexual 
assault when walking alone, consuming alcohol, or riding in a 
taxi cab. Female travelers should also be cognizant that unwitting 
actions may invite unwanted attention. 



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/ne
ws/article-4297544/Pregnant-
woman-held-Abu-Dhabi-faces-
medical-tests.html



http://www.couriermail.com.au/travel/
travel-news/queensland-woman-tells-
of-her-jail-hell-in-united-arab-
emirates/news-
story/ef5b251363a246020ad8f6bddcec
b7cc



http://www.newser.com/story/
209776/abu-dhabi-jails-aussie-
woman-over-facebook-
post.html



http://www.chch.com/hamilton
-teacher-jailed-abu-dhabi/



Here are some links...
New Zealand considering extra security on Middle East flights
http://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/news/91850021/New-Zealand-considering-extra-security-on-Middle-East-flights

'It was the best news at the worst time': Father of lifeguard jailed in Abu Dhabi for sex outside marriage after doctor 
discovered his fiancée was pregnant reveals baby joy and heartbreak at his son behind bars
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4297544/Pregnant-woman-held-Abu-Dhabi-faces-medical-tests.html

Australian woman jailed in Abu Dhabi for Facebook post
http://www.smh.com.au/world/australian-woman-jailed-in-abu-dhabi-for-facebook-post-20150713-gibh4s.html

Abu Dhabi Jails Woman for Facebook Picture of Car
http://www.newser.com/story/209776/abu-dhabi-jails-aussie-woman-over-facebook-post.html

American woman held in Abu Dhabi for refusing to talk to men at airport
http://nypost.com/2016/04/11/american-woman-held-in-dubai-for-refusing-to-talk-to-men-at-airport/

LGBT rights in the United Arab Emirates 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights_in_the_United_Arab_Emirates

UAE woman executed over killing of American teacher in Abu Dhabi
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/13/uae-woman-executed-over-killing-of-american-teacher-in-abu-dhabi

http://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/news/91850021/New-Zealand-considering-extra-security-on-Middle-East-flights
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4297544/Pregnant-woman-held-Abu-Dhabi-faces-medical-tests.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/australian-woman-jailed-in-abu-dhabi-for-facebook-post-20150713-gibh4s.html
http://www.newser.com/story/209776/abu-dhabi-jails-aussie-woman-over-facebook-post.html
http://nypost.com/2016/04/11/american-woman-held-in-dubai-for-refusing-to-talk-to-men-at-airport/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights_in_the_United_Arab_Emirates
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/13/uae-woman-executed-over-killing-of-american-teacher-in-abu-dhabi


More links...
A Hamilton teacher is jailed in Abu Dhabi
http://www.chch.com/hamilton-teacher-jailed-abu-dhabi/

Dubai the epicentre of human trafficking and prostitution
http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/middle-east/76062282/dubai-the-epicentre-of-human-trafficking-and-
prostitution

Brit Dad-of-two thrown in hell-hole Abu Dhabi jail for nine months for alleged drug smuggling and then 
released without charge – but authorities won’t return his passport
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2544454/brit-dad-of-two-thrown-in-hell-hole-abu-dhabi-jail-for-nine-
months-for-alleged-drug-smuggling-and-then-released-without-charge-but-authorities-wont-return-his-
passport/

Horrifying: Australian Woman Gang Raped in Dubai – Then Jailed 8 Months for Sex Outside Marriage
http://www.theblaze.com/news/2013/05/13/horrifying-australian-woman-gang-raped-in-dubai-then-jailed-
for-8-months-for-sex-outside-marriage/

References to Flogging and Stoning and Sexual Assault
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_the_United_Arab_Emirates

http://www.chch.com/hamilton-teacher-jailed-abu-dhabi/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/middle-east/76062282/dubai-the-epicentre-of-human-trafficking-and-prostitution
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2544454/brit-dad-of-two-thrown-in-hell-hole-abu-dhabi-jail-for-nine-months-for-alleged-drug-smuggling-and-then-released-without-charge-but-authorities-wont-return-his-passport/
http://www.theblaze.com/news/2013/05/13/horrifying-australian-woman-gang-raped-in-dubai-then-jailed-for-8-months-for-sex-outside-marriage/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_the_United_Arab_Emirates


And more links...
Scarred by the savage lash of Islamic justice
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/scarred-by-the-savage-lash-of-islamic-justice-1577324.html

Torture and flogging
https://web.archive.org/web/20141006131138/http://fanack.com/en/countries/uae/administration-
politics/torture-and-flogging/

Teenager to be lashed for adultery
http://archives.gdnonline.com/NewsDetails.aspx?date=04/07/2015&storyid=281982

Two women sentenced to death for adultery
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/article/20130925/ARTICLE/309259957/1011

Dubai: Alleged victim of gang rape sentence to one year in prison
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/babylonbeyond/2010/06/the-court-in-abu-dhabi-ruled-today-that-the-18-
year-old-emirati-woman-who-accused-six-men-of-gang-rape-will-serve-a-one-year.html

Man to get 80 lashes for drinking alcohol
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/crime/man-to-get-80-lashes-for-drinking-alcohol-1.585233

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/scarred-by-the-savage-lash-of-islamic-justice-1577324.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20141006131138/http:/fanack.com/en/countries/uae/administration-politics/torture-and-flogging/
http://archives.gdnonline.com/NewsDetails.aspx?date=04/07/2015&storyid=281982
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/article/20130925/ARTICLE/309259957/1011
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/babylonbeyond/2010/06/the-court-in-abu-dhabi-ruled-today-that-the-18-year-old-emirati-woman-who-accused-six-men-of-gang-rape-will-serve-a-one-year.html
http://gulfnews.com/news/uae/crime/man-to-get-80-lashes-for-drinking-alcohol-1.585233


And even more links...
Dubai’s Shameful Record on Rape
https://www.hrw.org/news/2010/01/29/dubais-shameful-record-rape

Queensland woman tells of her jail hell in United Arab Emirates
http://www.couriermail.com.au/travel/travel-news/queensland-woman-tells-of-her-jail-hell-in-united-arab-
emirates/news-story/ef5b251363a246020ad8f6bddcecb7cc

Tourists in UAE warned against reporting crimes as woman faces jail for reporting rape to police
http://www.news.com.au/travel/travel-updates/warnings/tourists-in-uae-warned-against-reporting-crimes-
as-woman-faces-jail-for-reporting-rape-to-police/news-story/4ad0b0c8747e9aa86669916f1e32fdec

Woman fined and deported from United Arab Emirates for checking husband’s phone
http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/middle-east/80170133/woman-fined-and-deported-from-united-arab-
emirates-for-checking-husbands-phone

Jodi Magi: Australian woman jailed in Abu Dhabi over Facebook posts calls for reform of UAE justice system
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-16/jodi-magi-calls-for-reform-of-uae-justice-system/6626136

https://www.hrw.org/news/2010/01/29/dubais-shameful-record-rape
http://www.couriermail.com.au/travel/travel-news/queensland-woman-tells-of-her-jail-hell-in-united-arab-emirates/news-story/ef5b251363a246020ad8f6bddcecb7cc
http://www.news.com.au/travel/travel-updates/warnings/tourists-in-uae-warned-against-reporting-crimes-as-woman-faces-jail-for-reporting-rape-to-police/news-story/4ad0b0c8747e9aa86669916f1e32fdec
http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/middle-east/80170133/woman-fined-and-deported-from-united-arab-emirates-for-checking-husbands-phone
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-16/jodi-magi-calls-for-reform-of-uae-justice-system/6626136


Some Key Facts by Lonely Planet
About Women Travellers to the UAE

• You don’t have to wear a burka, headscarf or veil

• You won’t be constantly harassed

• It's safe to take taxis, stay alone in hotels and walk around 
on your own in most areas.

• However, you are likely to receive unwanted male attention 
and long, lewd stares on public beaches

ICANN Beach Party anyone?



Top Tips for Women Though...
• Wear a wedding ring – it will make you appear less ‘available’ 

(but be ready for awkward questions about abandoning your 
home and kids).

• If you’re unmarried but travelling in male company, say that 
you’re married rather than girlfriend/boyfriend.

• Avoid direct eye contact with men (dark sunglasses help).
• Don’t sit in the front seat of taxis unless the driver is a 

woman.
• On public transport, sit in the women’s section towards the 

front.
• If you need help for any reason (directions etc), ask a woman 

first.
Source: Lonely Planet



Top Tips for Women Though...

• If dining alone, eat at Western-style places or ask to be 
seated in the ‘family’ section of local eateries.

• If you’re being followed, go to the nearest public place, 
preferably a hotel lobby. If this doesn’t discourage them, ask 
the receptionist to call the police, which usually makes them 
slink away.

• Look and be confident. This is the best deterrent for 
unwanted attention.

Source: Lonely Planet



ccNSO opt-out:
AFFECTED AREAS

ccNSO Meeting days

ccNSO Council meeting

No ccNSO supported
proposals for cross-community
sessions

No official ccNSO updates

No bi-lateral meetings
between ccNSO and other
SO/ACs, ICANN Board

No ccNSO Cocktail

NOT AFFECTED AREAS

ccTLDs are welcome to 
participate in other sessions

ccTLDs are welcome to 
propose cross-community
sessions individually or
collectively

NOT CLEAR

Tech day?

WG meetings?

Travel funding?

High level impact?



Do you support participation of the 
ccNSO in the ICANN meeting in Abu 

Dhabi?



Thank you!
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